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“When Security Is No Security”
By: David Zerbato, Esquire

The process of accounting for damages upon a tenant’s move
out and applying the security deposit to the outstanding balance
should be a fairly simple and straight forward matter, but it’s not! The
damages are determined through a walk through and the security
deposit is applied to any outstanding balance. If there remains a
balance after the security deposit is applied, it should be forwarded to
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Frequently, however, a dispute arises as to what constitutes
damages, i.e. what defects exceed “normal wear and tear,” or what
money is owed for unpaid rent or premature termination. This brings
us to the key questions of what should a landlord do when a tenant
contests the charges applied against their security deposit, and what
rights and remedies does a tenant have in relation to damages they
believe were inappropriately deducted from their security deposit.
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Thank you for reading our newsletter.
If you have any topics that you would like to see addressed in future newsletters, please email David Zerbato at
dzerbato@michaelpmorton.com

